[Causes of maternal death. A 10-year case analysis].
The causes of maternal deaths in our hospital from 1981 to 1989 were analysed. There were 12,819 live births and 6 maternal deaths during this period, a maternal mortality rate of 46.69/per 100,000. The main cause of maternal deaths was acute fatty liver of pregnancy (50%), and next cardiac disease, acute hemorrhagic necrotic pancreatitis and hemorrhage of subarachnoid space (each 16.67%). There was no death due to obstetric hemorrhage, pregnancy induced hypertension syndrome or ectopic pregnancy. It is suggested that needle biopsy of the liver should be done for pregnant women with jaundice of unknown cause. Pregnant women with cardiac disease should be under the care of both obstetrician and internist in collaboration and cesarean section is indicated when the woman's cardiac function remains at grade 3 or 4.